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West's Annotated Code of Maryland
Family Law (Refs & Annos)

Title 5. Children (Refs & Annos)
Subtitle 2. Parent and Child (Refs & Annos)

MD Code, Family Law, § 5-203

§ 5-203. Natural guardianship; powers and duties of parents; award of custody to parent

Currentness

Natural guardianship
(a)(1) The parents are the joint natural guardians of their minor child.

(2) A parent is the sole natural guardian of the minor child if the other parent:

(i) dies;

(ii) abandons the family; or

(iii) is incapable of acting as a parent.

Powers and duties of parents
(b) The parents of a minor child, as defined in Article 1, § 24 of the Code:

(1) are jointly and severally responsible for the child's support, care, nurture, welfare, and education; and

(2) have the same powers and duties in relation to the child.

Duties of parents of minor parents
(c) If one or both parents of a minor child is an unemancipated minor, the parents of that minor parent are jointly and severally
responsible for any child support for a grandchild that is a recipient of temporary cash assistance to the extent that the minor
parent has insufficient financial resources to fulfill the child support responsibility of the minor parent.

Award of custody to parent
(d)(1) If the parents live apart, a court may award custody of a minor child to either parent or joint custody to both parents.

(2) Neither parent is presumed to have any right to custody that is superior to the right of the other parent.
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Credits
Added by Acts 1984, c. 296, § 2, eff. Oct. 1, 1984. Amended by Acts 1986, c. 65, § 1, eff. July 1, 1986; Acts 1995, c. 491,
§ 1, eff. July 1, 1995; Acts 1996, c. 10, § 1, eff. April 9, 1996; Acts 1996, c. 351, § 4, eff. July 1, 1996; Acts 2002, c. 180,
§ 1, eff. Oct. 1, 2002.

Formerly Art. 72A, § 1.

Notes of Decisions (182)

(C) 2013 Thomson Reuters. No Claim to Orig. US Gov.Works.
MD Code, Family Law, § 5-203, MD FAMILY § 5-203
The statutes and Constitution are current through all chapters of the 2013 Regular Session of the General Assembly, effective
through July 1, 2013.
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West's Annotated Code of Maryland
Family Law (Refs & Annos)

Title 5. Children (Refs & Annos)
Subtitle 2. Parent and Child (Refs & Annos)

MD Code, Family Law, § 5-204

§ 5-204. Domicile of minor child

Currentness

In general
(a)(1) If a minor child has only 1 parent, the domicile of the child is the same as that of the parent.

(2) If the parents of a minor child live together, and the child lives with them, the domicile of the child is the same as that
of the parents.

Domicile of minor child if parents live apart
(b) If the parents of a minor child live apart, the domicile of the child is the same as that of:

(1) the parent to whom custody is awarded; or

(2) if custody has not been awarded, the parent with whom the child lives.

Domicile of minor child not living with parent
(c) If a minor child does not live with either parent, the domicile of the child is the same as that of the person who acts in
the capacity of a parent.

Credits
Added by Acts 1984, c. 296, § 2, eff. Oct. 1, 1984.

Formerly Art. 72A, § 1A.

(C) 2013 Thomson Reuters. No Claim to Orig. US Gov.Works.
MD Code, Family Law, § 5-204, MD FAMILY § 5-204
The statutes and Constitution are current through all chapters of the 2013 Regular Session of the General Assembly, effective
through July 1, 2013.
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West's Annotated Code of Maryland
Family Law

Title 9. Child Custody and Visitation
Subtitle 1. In General

MD Code, Family Law, T. 9, Subt. 1, Refs & Annos
Currentness

(C) 2013 Thomson Reuters. No Claim to Orig. US Gov.Works.
MD Code, Family Law, T. 9, Subt. 1, Refs & Annos, MD FAMILY T. 9, Subt. 1, Refs & Annos
The statutes and Constitution are current through all chapters of the 2013 Regular Session of the General Assembly, effective
through July 1, 2013.
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West's Annotated Code of Maryland
Family Law (Refs & Annos)

Title 9. Child Custody and Visitation (Refs & Annos)
Subtitle 1. In General (Refs & Annos)

MD Code, Family Law, § 9-101

§ 9-101. Rejection of custody or visitation if abuse likely

Currentness

Determine if abuse or neglect is likely
(a) In any custody or visitation proceeding, if the court has reasonable grounds to believe that a child has been abused or
neglected by a party to the proceeding, the court shall determine whether abuse or neglect is likely to occur if custody or
visitation rights are granted to the party.

Deny custody or visitation if abuse likely
(b) Unless the court specifically finds that there is no likelihood of further child abuse or neglect by the party, the court shall
deny custody or visitation rights to that party, except that the court may approve a supervised visitation arrangement that assures
the safety and the physiological, psychological, and emotional well-being of the child.

Credits
Added by Acts 1984, c. 529, § 2, eff. Oct. 1, 1984. Amended by Acts 1985, c. 659, § 1, eff. July 1, 1985; Acts 2006, c. 112,
§ 1, eff. Oct. 1, 2006.

Notes of Decisions (38)

(C) 2013 Thomson Reuters. No Claim to Orig. US Gov.Works.
MD Code, Family Law, § 9-101, MD FAMILY § 9-101
The statutes and Constitution are current through all chapters of the 2013 Regular Session of the General Assembly, effective
through July 1, 2013.
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West's Annotated Code of Maryland
Family Law (Refs & Annos)

Title 9. Child Custody and Visitation (Refs & Annos)
Subtitle 1. In General (Refs & Annos)

MD Code, Family Law, § 9-101.1

§ 9-101.1. Evidence of abuse considered

Currentness

“Abuse” defined
(a) In this section, “abuse” has the meaning stated in § 4-501 of this article.

Evidence of abuse considered
(b) In a custody or visitation proceeding, the court shall consider, when deciding custody or visitation issues, evidence of abuse
by a party against:

(1) the other parent of the party's child;

(2) the party's spouse; or

(3) any child residing within the party's household, including a child other than the child who is the subject of the custody
or visitation proceeding.

Arrange custody or visitation that provides for protection
(c) If the court finds that a party has committed abuse against the other parent of the party's child, the party's spouse, or any
child residing within the party's household, the court shall make arrangements for custody or visitation that best protect:

(1) the child who is the subject of the proceeding; and

(2) the victim of the abuse.

Credits
Added by Acts 1991, c. 98, § 1, eff. July 1, 1991. Amended by Acts 1995, c. 12, § 1, eff. Oct. 1, 1995; Acts 2006, c. 112,
§ 1, eff. Oct. 1, 2006.

Notes of Decisions (2)
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MD Code, Family Law, § 9-101.1, MD FAMILY § 9-101.1
The statutes and Constitution are current through all chapters of the 2013 Regular Session of the General Assembly, effective
through July 1, 2013.
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West's Annotated Code of Maryland
Family Law (Refs & Annos)

Title 9. Child Custody and Visitation (Refs & Annos)
Subtitle 1. In General (Refs & Annos)

MD Code, Family Law, § 9-101.2

§ 9-101.2. Parents guilty of murder

Currentness

Denial of custody or visitation
(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, unless good cause for the award of custody or visitation is shown by
clear and convincing evidence, a court may not award custody of a child or visitation with a child:

(1) to a parent who has been found by a court of this State to be guilty of first degree or second degree murder of the other
parent of the child, another child of the parent, or any family member residing in the household of either parent of the child; or

(2) to a parent who has been found by a court of any state or of the United States to be guilty of a crime that, if committed in
this State, would be first degree murder or second degree murder of the other parent of the child, another child of the parent,
or any family member residing in the household of either parent of the child.

Supervised visitation
(b) If it is in the best interest of the child, the court may approve a supervised visitation arrangement that assures the safety and
the physiological, psychological, and emotional well-being of the child.

Credits
Added by Acts 2006, c. 112, § 1, eff. Oct. 1, 2006.

(C) 2013 Thomson Reuters. No Claim to Orig. US Gov.Works.
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The statutes and Constitution are current through all chapters of the 2013 Regular Session of the General Assembly, effective
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West's Annotated Code of Maryland
Family Law (Refs & Annos)

Title 9. Child Custody and Visitation (Refs & Annos)
Subtitle 1. In General (Refs & Annos)

MD Code, Family Law, § 9-102

§ 9-102. Visitation by grandparents

Currentness

An equity court may:

(1) consider a petition for reasonable visitation of a grandchild by a grandparent; and

(2) if the court finds it to be in the best interests of the child, grant visitation rights to the grandparent.

Credits
Added as Family Law § 9-101 by Acts 1984, c. 296, § 2, eff. Oct. 1, 1984. Renumbered as Family Law § 9-102 by Acts 1984,
c. 529, § 1, eff. Oct. 1, 1984. Amended by Acts 1991, c. 247, § 1, eff. July 1, 1991; Acts 1993, c. 252, § 1, eff. Oct. 1, 1993.

Editors' Notes

VALIDITY

<For validity of section, see Koshko v. Haining, 398 Md. 404, 921
A.2d 171, and Brice v. Brice, 133 Md.App. 302, 754 A.2d 1132.>

Notes of Decisions (51)

(C) 2013 Thomson Reuters. No Claim to Orig. US Gov.Works.
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The statutes and Constitution are current through all chapters of the 2013 Regular Session of the General Assembly, effective
through July 1, 2013.
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West's Annotated Code of Maryland
Family Law (Refs & Annos)

Title 9. Child Custody and Visitation (Refs & Annos)
Subtitle 1. In General (Refs & Annos)

MD Code, Family Law, § 9-103

§ 9-103. Petition by child to change custody

Currentness

Petition by child
(a) A child who is 16 years old or older and who is subject to a custody order or decree may file a petition to change custody.

Guardian or next friend not required
(b) A petitioner under this section may file the proceeding in the petitioner's own name and need not proceed by guardian or
next friend.

Hearing required
(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, if a petitioner under this section petitions a court to amend a custody
order or decree, the court:

(1) shall hold a hearing; and

(2) may amend the order or decree and place the child in the custody of the parent designated by the child.

Credits
Added as Family Law § 9-102 by Acts 1984, c. 296, § 2, eff. Oct. 1, 1984. Renumbered as Family Law § 9-103 by Acts 1984,
c. 529, § 1, eff. Oct. 1, 1984.

Formerly Art. 16, § 66.
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West's Annotated Code of Maryland
Family Law (Refs & Annos)

Title 9. Child Custody and Visitation (Refs & Annos)
Subtitle 1. In General (Refs & Annos)

MD Code, Family Law, § 9-104

§ 9-104. Access to records; noncustodial parent

Currentness

Unless otherwise ordered by a court, access to medical, dental, and educational records concerning the child may not be denied
to a parent because the parent does not have physical custody of the child.

Credits
Added by Acts 1987, c. 337, § 1, eff. July 1, 1987.
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West's Annotated Code of Maryland
Family Law (Refs & Annos)

Title 9. Child Custody and Visitation (Refs & Annos)
Subtitle 1. In General (Refs & Annos)

MD Code, Family Law, § 9-105

§ 9-105. Unjustified denial or interference with visitation

Currentness

In any custody or visitation proceeding, if the court determines that a party to a custody or visitation order has unjustifiably
denied or interfered with visitation granted by a custody or visitation order, the court may, in addition to any other remedy
available to the court and in a manner consistent with the best interests of the child, take any or all of the following actions:

(1) order that the visitation be rescheduled;

(2) modify the custody or visitation order to require additional terms or conditions designed to ensure future compliance
with the order; or

(3) assess costs or counsel fees against the party who has unjustifiably denied or interfered with visitation rights.

Credits
Added by Acts 1994, c. 610, § 1, eff. Oct. 1, 1994.
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West's Annotated Code of Maryland
Family Law (Refs & Annos)

Title 9. Child Custody and Visitation (Refs & Annos)
Subtitle 1. In General (Refs & Annos)

MD Code, Family Law, § 9-106

§ 9-106. Notice of intent to relocate

Effective: October 1, 2009
Currentness

In general
(a)(1) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, in any custody or visitation proceeding the court may include as
a condition of a custody or visitation order a requirement that either party provide advance written notice of at least 90 days
to the court, the other party, or both, of the intent to relocate the permanent residence of the party or the child either within
or outside the State.

(2) The court may prescribe the form and content of the notice requirement.

(3) If the court orders that notice be given to the other party, a mailing of the notice by certified mail, return receipt requested,
to the last known address of the other party shall be deemed sufficient to comply with the notice requirement.

(4) If either party files a petition regarding a proposed relocation within 20 days of the written notice of the relocation required
by paragraph (1) of this subsection, the court shall set a hearing on the petition on an expedited basis.

Exception to notice requirement
(b) On a showing that notice would expose the child or either party to abuse as defined in § 4-501 of this article or for any other
good cause the court shall waive the notice required by this section.

Exception to time limit
(c) If either party is required to relocate in less than the 90-day period specified in the notice requirement, the court may consider
as a defense to any action brought for a violation of the notice requirement that:

(1) relocation was necessary due to financial or other extenuating circumstances; and

(2) the required notice was given within a reasonable time after learning of the necessity to relocate.

Violation a factor in custody or visitation proceedings
(d) The court may consider any violation of the notice requirement as a factor in determining the merits of any subsequent
proceeding involving custody or visitation.
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Credits
Added by Acts 1995, c. 232, § 1, eff. Oct. 1, 1995. Amended by Acts 2009, c. 531, § 1, eff. Oct. 1, 2009.
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West's Annotated Code of Maryland
Family Law (Refs & Annos)

Title 9. Child Custody and Visitation (Refs & Annos)
Subtitle 1. In General (Refs & Annos)

MD Code, Family Law, § 9-107

§ 9-107. Disability of party to custody or visitation proceedings

Effective: October 1, 2009
Currentness

Disability defined
(a)(1) In this section, “disability” means:

(i) a physical disability, infirmity, malformation, or disfigurement that is caused by bodily injury, birth defect, or illness,
including epilepsy;

(ii) a mental impairment or deficiency;

(iii) a record of having a physical or mental impairment as defined under this subsection; or

(iv) being regarded as having a physical or mental impairment as defined under this subsection.

(2) “Disability” includes:

(i) any degree of paralysis or amputation;

(ii) blindness or visual impairment;

(iii) deafness or hearing impairment;

(iv) muteness or speech impediment;

(v) physical reliance on a service animal or a wheelchair or other remedial appliance or device; and

(vi) intellectual disability, as defined in § 7-101 of the Health--General Article, and any other mental impairment or
deficiency that may have necessitated remedial or special education and related services.
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Relevance of disability
(b) In any custody or visitation proceeding, a disability of a party is relevant only to the extent that the court finds, based on
evidence in the record, that the disability affects the best interest of the child.

Credits
Added by Acts 2009, c. 567, § 1, eff. Oct. 1, 2009; Acts 2009, c. 568, § 1, eff. Oct. 1, 2009.
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West's Annotated Code of Maryland
Family Law (Refs & Annos)

Title 9. Child Custody and Visitation (Refs & Annos)
Subtitle 1. In General (Refs & Annos)

MD Code, Family Law, § 9-108

§ 9-108. Custody or visitation orders based on a deployment

Effective: October 1, 2009
Currentness

Deployment defined
(a) In this section:

(1) “deployment” means compliance with military orders received by a member of the United States Army, Navy, Air Force,
Marine Corps, Coast Guard, National Guard, or any other Reserve component to report for combat operations or other active
service for which the member is required to report unaccompanied by any family member or that is classified by the member's
branch as remote; and

(2) “deployment” does not include National Guard or Reserve annual training, inactive duty days, or drill weekends.

Reference to deployment
(b) Any order or modification of an existing child custody or visitation order issued by a court during a term of a deployment
of a parent shall specifically reference the deployment of the parent.

Return of parent from deployment
(c)(1) A parent who petitions the court for an order or modification of an existing child custody or visitation order after returning
from a deployment shall specifically reference the date of the end of the deployment in the petition.

(2)(i) If the petition under paragraph (1) of this subsection is filed within 30 days after the end of the deployment of the
parent, the court shall set a hearing on the petition on an expedited basis.

(ii) If the court finds that extenuating circumstances prohibited the filing of the petition within 30 days after the end of the
deployment of the parent, the court may set a hearing on the petition on an expedited basis whenever the petition is filed.

Accommodation of deployment
(d) Any custody or visitation order issued based on the deployment of a parent shall require that:

(1) the other parent reasonably accommodate the leave schedule of the parent who is subject to the deployment;
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(2) the other parent facilitate opportunities for telephone and electronic mail contact between the parent who is subject to the
deployment and the child during the period of deployment; and

(3) the parent who is subject to the deployment provide timely information regarding the parent's leave schedule to the other
parent.

Credits
Added by Acts 2009, c. 672, § 1, eff. Oct. 1, 2009.
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